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One step closer to sanity 


We suggested Jeff Kennett, but in the end it was David Hill. The Victorian Soccer 
Federation had become so bogged down with in-fighting that an extemal trouble-shooter 


chairman Henry Siwka had barricaded himself into the bunker at Soccer House and 
refused to let chief executive Terry Jones through the front door. It was agreed that an 
extraordinary meeting of the clubs was needed (on June 12) to decide who was going to 
keep their job. This left about four weeks for the non-soccer joumalists to really sink the 
boots in - studs up: They rarely need an invitation, but the carry-on in St Kilda gave them 
no option but to tum their,poison pens on an administration that deserved every barb they 
copped. Things were so bad that when a working party was established to try to secure 
some 2000 Olympics matches they gave the chief's job to Graeme Samuel - an AFL 
commissioner! 


was needed, someone with enough balls to tell it like itis. When last we reported VSF ap 


June 12 arrived and the vote was taken but if either party was looking for a clear 
mandate they were to be bitterly disappointed. Siwka emerged the winner by a single vote, 
55-54, but that was enough for David Hill, who had his own single-vote victory back in 
September last year. Hill seized the moment to announce he intended dismantling the VSF 
board of management and appoint an interim team led by David Woolley. This drastic 
action will only be required if the ‘losers’ don't resign from their positions, but Hill appears to 
have the best hand in this poker game and points to section 30 of the VSF constitution for 
back-up. Section 30 reads: 


The VSF will at all times maintian affiliation to the ASF or the governing body for 
football in Australia as recognised by FIFA. 

Furthermore, the VSF will at ail times be bound by the Rules, Regulations and 
decisions of such governing body, insofar as they are not inconsistent with the 
Federation's Statement of Purpose, Rules and Regulations. 


if any alteration is to be made it must be approved as a special resolution by a three- 
quarters majority at a genera! meeting will requires 21 days notice. The lobbying begins.... 


The first punch is thrown 


In the meantime, Australian fans can look forward to a two-match series between the 
haves and the have-nots (Euro contracts, that is) and the big news involves the TV rights. 
George Negus has convinced his ex-employers that the concept of the 'Home & Aways’ 
can ignite the genera! public's interest. We shall see. “The fans have always wondered 
what would happen if the two teams played each other..." claimed George. Really? Most 
fans we've spoken to just want to see Australia's best eleven players representing 
Australia. . 

That thud you heard the other week was the sound of jaws hitting the desk at Artarmon 
when SBS heard that the Packer network had been convinced of the potential of the two- 
match ‘Negus’ series. And what better time to announce the clandestine deal, when Les, 
Johnny and Kyle were locked up in a London pub for a month covering Euro '96. News of 
a commercial network involvement in Australian soccer has shaken SBS, At a time when 
the budget needs to be cut we are hearing the same old lines, "Every department will be 
closely looked at". Keep your fingers crossed. 

Elsewhere on the park we have little to look out for until the new A-League season 
commences. The two-legged Tahiti affair promises to attract about a couple of thousand 
fans at best, the much talked about State-of-Origin series is on hold for at least a year, and 
we've already missed the boat as far as orgainising friendlies in Europe is concemed. 
Kinder critics might suggest our players need a rest after the longest domestic season in 
history, but SU just sees it as another lost opportunity. Somebody's bum should be kicked. 


The Grand Final returned to Olympic Park for the fourth time in six years but this . 
season was supposed to be different. Melbournians were expected to embrace the ‘new’ " How DO they get them in? 


> : : The flares issue was almost expected, and fans are too smart to try and get them through the turn- 
national league and help celebrate the biggest day of the year, but once again they ‘ stiles on matchdays (even if you know one of the gate staff) so the question remains. How DO they get 
stayed away, as once again the big day only provided : them in? Well, we've heard a few stories and reckon most of them are believable. One of the common 
E ways of getting them in is to visit the stadium the night before and bury them in a nice convenient 


bg . location, just where you'll be standing the following day. Nice and simple, and the chances of getting 
fa cy O V £ 2 Mm in O V l ty caught in the stadium at 2am are remote at worst. How do the authorities plan to stop that? One of the 
more bizarre theories involves a member of the official party bringing them in and then passing them on 
to the relevant people. Studs Up is cynical, but even we have trouble swallowing that one! 
The build-up to the game was typical, really. The Melbourne press were happy to It seems the ground staff are happy to concede defeat on the problem. There is a ban on a variety of 
acknowledge the fact we were hosting a grand final but did little to REALLY promote the flags, long flagpoles etc but nobody seriously tried to confiscate them. Nobody really wanted to. The 
game. The Knights got plenty of kudos from the regular scribes, but besides the obligatory ! mood of the crowd wes such that nobody wanted to light the fuse. In they end they were happy they 


4 : t "won, So were we. One wonders what may have happened had they lost. 
mid-week press conference there was nothing to ram the point home to the sports editors As for the verbal side of things, well, they may be changing. Would you believe that ten minutes into 


that this was going to be an EVENT. If there was any ‘meet the public’ type functions in the the game the Croatian fans started chanting "Here we go, here we go"? 
City Square - a regular promotional too! for other sports - { didn't hear about It. Or "When the Knights go marching in.." when they led 1-0? Maybe times ARE changing! 
There seems no reason why both teams cannot be in town for a couple of days before 
the match to get out and tell the public itis on. Marconi could have done themselves a * . 
huge favour by holding a session in Lygon St for example. Who knows, they may have 4994/95 MSF1 (Hi nde bourne. Kni hts —Hack to Back 
even got a few thousand Italian fans along to the match. As it tumed out, there were more a (Somers St) _v Adelaide City 1-2 Danny Tiatto 1 
familiar faces from Lakeside than Bulleen or Thomastown, but 14,258 was a reasonable PF = (Olympic Park) v South Melbourne = 3-2, Mark Viduka 27, 33, 51 
attendance given the narrow support base of the home team. For neutrals, there was little GF (Hindmarsh) _v Adelaide City 2-0 Andrew Marth 36, Joe Spiteri 42 
incentive, particularly with Francis getting a late dose of the flu. 1995/96 MSF1 (Somers St) v Marconi Fairfield 1-0 Adrian Cervinski 62 
; sot MSF2 (Marconi) v Marconi Fairfield 2-2 Tom Pondeljak 22, David Cervinski 35 
The game itself was a fairly tame affair, a bit like the crowd really, but both exploded into GF = (Olympic Park) v Marconi Fairfield 2-1 Andrew Marth 58, Adrian Cervinski 74 
life when Marconi ‘keeper Bob Catlin fumbled in the six yard box and Knights skipper i 
Andrew Marth scored the opening goal of the grand final for the second year in succession. 1994/95 1995/96, 
Nowhere near as spectacular as last year’s strike, but Eric Cantona himself would have had Coach: Mirko Bazic Coach: lan Dobson 
trouble topping that thunderbolt! Marth's 58th minute goal was the signal for the hordes AC AC SM AC MF MF MF 
behind the goal to go, um, off! No need to comment further, suffice to say that the security Frank Juric x x Xx x X Xx 
did little more than bury the incoming fiares in binloads of dirt and wait for the next batch. Vilson Knezevic x 
If clubs get fined per flare then the Knights need a large cheque-book. More on that later. Fausto DeAmicis X X X x xX X xy 
; F ; David Cervinski Xyo Xo s x Xx x x 
Until the opening goal SocAus may have been on to a winner. If you could bottle the Vinko Buljubasic & x X Xx s Xo ¢ 
first half you'd have a great cure for insomnia. Aw, okay. It wasn't quite that bad, but at Steve Horvat xX xX x xX 
times Marconi almost looked as though they were playing for a replay. The only redeeming Ante Kovacevic $ 8 x Xo Xo 
factor was that it was late May in Melboume and it wasn't pissing down. Zoran Markovski s x x x 
The absence of Awaritefe was as unexpected as it was disappointing, because Francis Joe Simunic xX x x 
is one of the few players who can breathe life into a dull game just by being part of it. Dragi Nastevski s s 
There are only a handful of ‘characters' in the domestic game and for Spiteri, Tiatto and 
Awaritefe to all miss the big day was tough for the neutral fans in the outer. Andrew Marth Xyo XxX x X x 
. Even the giant screen - especially erected at the Southern end for the occasion - Lubo Lapsansky xy ss xy Xy XxX x 
seemed disinterested. It remained black, almost in protest at procedings, until the 31st : Mark Siltic x X X x 
minute when a roar from the outer indicated the fans (in that part of the ground, at least) Kresimir Marusic X X Xo Xo 
welcomed some alternative form of entertainment. Danny Tiatto x x XR XR 
Tom Pondeljak Xo Xx Xo 
The pitch invasion at the final whistle was good-natured, thankfully, and it seems a i Damien Grganovic s 
shame that we have to have rules for certain clubs. Does the blatant breaking of a law by Damian Vojtek s 
the majority indicate the law may be wrong? Or unnecessary? j Joe Bacak s 
The official presentation was held up while the area was cleared but the organisers | Joe Spiteri x xX x Xo xX 
were fighting a losing battle which disappointed some neutrals who justed wanted to get ! Olie Pondeljak xX x Xo Xo s s 
the bloody presentation over with so we could all go home and leave the victors to party-on | Mark Viduka x x 
back at Somers St. John Markovski s Xo 


Adrian Cervinski Xo Xo x 


Canberra to fold? 


Just when we thought we were heading for a national league with a bit of stability we're 
hit with the news that the Canberra Cosmos are on the verge of collapse due to (naturally) 
financial problems. It was no secret that the rental costs at Bruce Stadium were causing 
the Cosmos accountants severe heartbum and the club had already considered an 
alternate base for home games, but the suddenness of the announcement has rocked 
some very unexpected club members. 

Like the captain, for example. The first Paul Wade heard of his club's imminent demise 
was, would you believe, from the media. Wadey was leaving the AIS after training when he 
was confronted by a photographer from the Canberra Times, and immediately took off to 
hunt down some club officials for an explanation. 

In short, the Cosmos will need to come up with around $120,000 by the end of June to 
satisfy its creditors, and we can only hope the corporate sector or the ACT government 
come to the party. Failing that, SocAus must jump in and help ‘em out - somehow. 

The national teague cannot afford to return to the bad old days of a Sydney / Melboume 
dominated competition, and while SocAus are not flushed with cash, they should be able to 
provide some form of guarantee that the Cosmos’ debts will be met. 


Mori - Staying put 
All those 'Mari back to Melbourne’ rumours can finally be buried. The gun striker has 
apparently married an Adelaide girl and the happy couple are now in the process of 
building a house in the Adelaide area so South Melboume and Collingwood can put those 
cheque-books back in the drawer for the time being. 


Slater - Coming home? 
Latest rumour from Queensland suggests a certain West Ham midfielder may be 
retuming home in the not too distant future. Sounds remote, but we were surprised when 
Farina decided to come home too..... 


And the Winner is.... 


Adelaide City, who dominated the league's annual awards night, held this year at the World 
Congress Centre in Melbourne. It was no surprise that Damian Mori picked up the Warren 
Medal, but we must admit we were a bit surprised to see the Coach of the Year award go to 
someone who didn't lead his team to the grand final, especially when that team had 
participated in the last FOUR ‘big ones’, 


Warren Medal - Player of the Year Papasavas Medal - U/21 Player of the Year 
Damian Mori (Adelaide City) 350 Jim Tsekenis (West Adelaide) 306 
Frank Farina (Brisbane) 164 Robert Enes (Sydney United} 142 
Craig Foster (Adelaide City) 91 Tom Pondeljak (Melbourne Knights) 90 
Kris Trajanovski (UTS Olympic) 82 

Pau! Trimboli (South Metboume) 51 


Coach of the Year 

John Perin (Adelaide City) 19 
Manfred Schaefer (Marconi) 17 
David Ratcliffe (UTS Otympic) 12 


Goalkeeper of the Year 

Frank Juric (Melbourne Knights) 244 
Brett Hughes (Wollongong) 237 
Jason Petkovic (Adelaide City) 184 


Referee of the Year: Eddie Lennie (WA) 
Linesman of the Year: Gordon Dunster (ACT) 


Get the Book out! 


Where even guest officials such as Matthew Hall drop in and 
dish out a few extra cards. 


Red Card to the Amateur Soccer Federation of Victoria for not cancelling the full round of 
matches on May 26. The VSF did the right thing when SocAus announced the change of 
finals dates, but thé ASFV chose not to and thus denied thousands of players the 
opportunity to witness the inaugural A-League grand final. in essence, it sums up the 
attitude of the administrators. Once again the grass-roots players have been shafted, and 
SocAus must ensure that this sort of situation does not occur again. Can you imagine it 
happening in other codes? 


Yellow card to Sydney's ABC radio station 2BL which features a weekend sport preview 
every Friday moming at around 7:30am. Breakfast host Philip Clark asks Saturday arvo 
Grandstand anchor Jim Maxwell to run down the weekends highlights. Briefly discussing 
the Olympic qualifier before an extended ramble about Sydney club rugby, Clark asks 
Maxwell what would happen in the event of a draw. 

"Ah....” hesitated Maxwell, clearly having no idea. 

"Ah, well, it will probably go to a shoot-out. Like they did last time. Or something” 
"Now I hear the University and Randwick are considering a merger?" prompted Ciark, 
moving on to a self-indulgent subject they clearly felt more comfortable about. Surely the 
host of the national broadcaster's flagship sports show should at least know a few 
fundamentals? 


Yellow card to FIFA for expanding the World Youth Championships to twenty-four teams. 
Much debate will ensure before deciding how many countries will quatify from each 
confederation but we hope they look at the level of sincerity shown by European countries 
toward the event. Germany, Holland and others have frequently sent squads with missing 
stars due to club commitments and with the 1997 event in Malaysia scheduled for 
November it's dificult to see their attitude changing. But why have 24 teams in any case? 
Surely the idea is to reward the elite, not provide a spot for anyone who can put 11 on the 
park? Maybe its just Joao bean-counting again. 


Yellow card to Aurelio Vidmar for his sour performance during '‘Sportsworld' on June 16. 
Vidmar and Paul Wade were due to 'debate’ the game but Wade unfortunately missed his 
plane and Vidmar was left with host David Fordham to discuss the upcoming two-maich 
series. The interview concluded with Fordham asking Vidmar if he had any message for 
Wade with respect to Wednesday night. Vidmar's response? “Tum up”. If he had have 
been smiling it could have been seen as a nice dig at Wade, but given their long-distance 
barbs over the national captaincy over the past year it was in pretty bad taste. 


Not a Yellow card, just something funny... 

The Sydney version of The Footy Show on Channel! Nine. A. R. Rugbyleagueplayer, 
Sydney Swan Paul Roos, and...Mark Viduka engaged in a cross-code shootout, each 
player having to score through mini-goals of each codes goals, mounted on the back of a 
moving ute. League player puts through the uprights, misses the Rules sticks and the 
soccer goal. Roos gets two and then hits the soccer crossbar. The Dook gets one with the 
Aussie Rules, misses the League, and, looking to tie the contest, blasts wide, missing the 
goa! completely but denting the front panel of the ute. Maybe he should have tried with his 
back to the goal. 





Dear Studs Up - po Box 53, Oakleigh South, 3167 


First up is Matthew Hall (NSW) who wins 'LotM' and a six-pack for reminding 
us of an off-field incident most of us were too young to remember. 


Melbourne Knights may dominate the game on the pitch, but behind the scenes, the 
club has copped a lot of flak regarding its Jethargy in confronting its marketing beyond 
the Croatian community. Part of the Sydney Morning Herald's pre-Grand Final 
coverage included a sizeable piece on the Knights (non)future should it fail to broaden 
its limited horizons. 

The ethnic debate will continue for a few seasons yet - until those with enough 
foresight or money-sense realise that club soccer is retarded by their persistence in 
their own ethnicity. And it's not just crossing over to the wider/AFL/rugby community - 
but soccer fans who have no interest in Croatia, Greece, Italy or following a team 
whose fans wave Croatian flags or shout for "Juve". The Knights play a good style, for 


ee but their nationalisic fans suck too much for me to take any interest in the 
eam. 


3] It's more disheartening for true believers to discover that way back in 1961 
Australian soccer was on the verge of a major PR breakthrough among the general 


public. Naturally it was stuffed up. Why? Ethnic and nationalistic hostility, of course. 
In the days when sport was still regionalised on a state basis, Aussie Rules had yet 
to take the stranglehold it now has, In 1961, Channel 7 was looking to televise a sport 
with potential wide appeal. First it approached the VFL, who were concerned about 
the effect televised games may have on attendances. The VFL suggested a 
peal Channel 7 could cover the final series. The TV network wanted a better 
eal. 
They immediately called upon the Australian Soccer Federation to discuss the 
probablity of tetevising soccer. 


According to Steve Perkin in, surprisingly, the AFL's Footy Record, the board of The 
Herald and The Sun newspapers were also prepared to throw their influence behind 
supporting soccer - in favour of the other codes - if Channel 7 went with soccer. 

The ASF, the Herald and Weekly Times, and Seven agreed - drop Aussie Rules and 
promote soccer big time. The Federation, not believing their fortune, went to put the 
decision to its members. 

Wouldn't you know it? The clubs rejected the deal - a number feeling that the ASF 
boss of the time - Theo Marmaras - was constructing a deal for Greek clubs at the 
expense of other ethnic based clubs. 

Not surprisingly, the TV, newspaper and the ASF was stunned, and the VFL, now 
realising the opportunity, jumped straight back in. 

Channel Seven AFL commentator Mike Williamson told Footy Record. 


“Soccer had a real opportunity to make massive inroads into Aussie Rules’ 
popularity. Nobody could believe they rejected it". 


Well, actually, Mike, a number of us can believe it. imagine if ethnic paranoia had 
been put aside and the national league had benefitted from over thirty years on 
national commercial TV? Les Murray and Johnny Warren wearing dresses and 
hosting The Footy Show? Soccer the national sport with the other codes relegated to 
merely local interest? | would have liked to have seen that. 


Next up is Anthony Fensom (Qid) who wants to make a point or three about 
‘ethnic’ crowds. 


Regarding Cameron Atfield's comments (SU12), | shall reply in more detail when | have 
some spare time. However, | would like to say that, having been at the Olympic match when 
Atfield alleges some ‘Greek hooligans’ exploded a flare, | cannot recall such incident 
occurring. Perhaps | was more interested in the football, but | think Atfield is taking liberties to 
suit his argument. 

His comments slandering the Croatian fans also were libellous. Having been at both 
games this season when Sydney United and the Melboume Knights visited, 1 can say that 
there were no incidents of hooliganism. In the semi-final against United however, a number of 
Croatian flags were confiscated by security staff on the grounds that they would ‘provoke 
ethnic tension’. Tension with who, you might wonder. 


While this policy might seem understandable, it also does not seem to be universally 
applied. When ! travelled to Parramatta Stadium last Sunday for the Marconi Adelaide City 
clash, a number of Italian flags were displayed prominently, with no mention of their being 
confiscated. One law for one set of fans, perhaps???? 

Possibly you are aware of Soccer Australia's guidelines regarding flags. | would be grateful 
for any information you might be able to provide. 


view of things... 


And speaking of Cameron Atfield (Qid), here he is again with a Northerners 4 


I'm not sure how much of the Sydney United game you saw down there, but | can tell you 
that Brett Hugo had an absolutely shocking game. True enough, Farina's tackle was a bit 
50/50, but I don't believe that Hugo should have booked him under the circumstances. And it 
wasn't only that incident either. It seemed that all marginal decisions went the way of United. 
But it's no use crying over spilt milk, is it? , 


As for the Ron McAulliffe stand, | don't see that being opened for quite a while yet. 
The last (and only) time I saw it open for soccer was the World Youth Cup in '93. 
It remained closed for the Colombia, West Ham and Sweden games. It's a matter of 
economics. Opening the McAulliffe stand and the outers would mean hiring more staff, 
security etc. Lang Park has a capacity of 41,000 and the Castlemaine stand (the open one) 
alone holds around 17,000 - more than the whole of the Bob Jane Stadium can 
accommodate. Until the Strikers start attracting 15,000+ they won't open the rest of the 
stadium, and if they do it would most likely only be the outers. In any case, it's a far cry from 
Perry Park and the public have responded well to the new home. 


And what about Eddie Thomson re: Clint Bolton? It's a bloody disgrace when this guy has 
been in the squad for years, finally starts to get his form and confidence back, and is replaced 
by a National League rookie with no intemational experience and only 14 first grade games to 
his name. | know that, realistically, he probably would not have gone to Atlanta had Bosnich 
or Kalac been available, but to virtually be on the plane for the qualifiers and then get the chop 
really stinks. if Graham Amold's sentiments {seen in OzSoccer) are any indication, the time 
has come to replace Thomson. Maybe Kmcevic could have a go... 


Just one more thing I've been thinking about - where's Craig Johnston? Although most 
soccer publications won't admit it, he is without doubt the best known Australian player ever. 
SA should bury the hatchet and utilize his image in the promotion of the game. 
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And what about Eddie Thomson re: Clint Bolton ? It's a bloody disgrace when this guy has 
been in the national squad for years, finally starts to get his form and his confidence back, and 
is replaced by a National League rookfe with no intemational experience and only 14 first 
grade games to his name. | know that, realistically, he probably would not have gone to 
Atlanta had Bosnich or Kalac been available, but to virtually be on the plane for the qualifiers 
and then get the chop really stinks. If Graham Amoid’s sentiments (seen in OzSoccer) are any 
indication, the time has come to replace Thomson, Maybe Kmcevic could have a go.... 


Just one more thing I've been thinking about - where's Craig Johnston ? Although most 
soccer publications won't admit it, he is without doubt the best known Australian player ever. 
SA should bury the hatchet and utilize his image in the promotion of the game. 


Greg Stock (NSW) has a few things to say about, um, a few things... 


The 1995/96 A-League soccer season has drawn to a close and | would like the opportunity 
to congratulate the Knights on yet another successful season. The commitment the side 
showed through the finals series when they had so many players unavailable bears testimony 
to a champion side with a great level! of depth. Worthy inaugural A-League champions. 


While this past season has seen many great improvements intemationally in Austraiian 
saccer, the question still has to be asked - where to from now?? In the past twelve months we 
have seen intemationals against Japan, Sweden, Chile, Scotland and Ghana and a 
successful Olyroos campaign which has seen us take our place in the last 16 at Atlanta. 

Great achievements for Soccer Australia and for that | am first in line to congratulate David Hilt 
and his organisation. However | do start to scratch my head when | hear that we are about to 
be graced with an all Australian 'intemational' series. 

The Australian Cricket Board tried a new cricketing concept two seasons ago when it 
programmed a rectangular one-day cricket series between Zimbabwe, England, Australia and 
team of second XI players known as Australia A. The concept on paper was a good one, 
giving our younger and less experienced players an opportunity to show their wares against 
top class opposition. However the concept came in for much media and player criticism when 
both Australia and Australia A qualified to play each other in a best-of-three finals series at the 
expense of our visiting cricketing nations. Not exactly the best test for Australian cricket on 
the international stage. What happened in the subsequent season? The Australia A concept 
was reduced to a one game only contest against the visiting West Indian cricket side. The trial 
that was acknowledged by many to be experimental was shafted and found to have achieved 
nothing for Australian cricket. 


So we come to Soccer Australia's decision to schedule a two-match series between our 
overseas based Socceroos and a side made up of those players based in Australia and 
captained by our Socceroo captain Paul Wade. Our FIFA ranking is currently in the 50-odd 
region and after two intemational failings at the hands of Scotland and Chile looks like 
remaining there. So the decision to play these games looks questionable. Sure, | would be 
the first one to want to see Bosnich, Amold, Slater and co strut their stuff against any 
opposition but | can't see the value to Australian soccer having these talented overseas 
players retuming home to play a select XI of A-League based players. Surely there must be 
some nation out there willing to provide us with some intemational opposition to help improve 
our soccer image at home, generate some sort of interest and help to push our FIFA ranking 
up the list. | know there is a European toumament and an American based tournament 
currently being played but ! wonder what all the other international sides are up to at the 
moment?? What about these African and Asian countries for example? What are Iceland 
doing at the moment? Sure, soccer will be receiving a great focus through the extensive 
resources of Channel 9 but wouldn't a full intemational series bear more testimony to the 
talents of our Socceroos? 


And what about the players? !s there some sort of tradition to play for the overseas based 
Socceroos in an away intemational in Chile? Just ask Mssrs Bosnich, Amold, Vidmar about 
that one. Sounds like there must be prestige in the jumper or a truck load of Mr Packer's 
money. For me, | will be voting with my feet. To fork out the hard eamed on a cold winters 
night in Sydney to see this. | think a warm bonox and an early night are looking good. 


While I'm on the job of bagging soccer officials, I'd like to save a little something for the 
soccer clubs and SocAus for the lack of ingenuity shown in promoting the visiting club sides 
that have recently graced our shores. Visiting Japanese and Korean sides boasting talent that 
has included Dunga, Toto Schillaci, Wynton Rufer and Hugo Maradona as well as many of 
their own international players have been out here on a pre-season training camp and playing 
games against some of our A-Leaque and State League clubs., These players have graced 
the pitches at Barton Park, Marconi Stadium and Leichhardt Oval in Sydney but who cared? 
Who knows, one of your favourite soccer stars may have been training and playing only a 
stones throw from your place and you didn't even know! 1 know that these sides are only out 
here to warm up for their season but have SocAus enquired about playing these sides in a 
sort of tournament or series of friendly matches against the Olyroos or Socceroos, or even as 
promotional games or warm-ups for internationals? Imagine seeing Paul Wade mark the great 
Dunga at the Sydney Football Stadium. I'd like to see that! 


Instead, | got to see Peter Katholos (now of St George) marking the great Dunga at a 
dilapidated Barton Park, Congratulations to St George for playing these games and promoting 
them in their local area, but shame to all the other soccer officials who overlook these visits by 
intemational club sides as some sort of non-event. When will these people wake up? The 
great Italian club Sampdoria have been in Australia to participate in the centenary of the 
Westem Australian Soccer Federation. What would the extra cost have been to play two 
extra matches against the Socceroos or Olyroos, in either Perth or on the Eastern seaboard? 
Would Channel 9 have covered the game? Would a crowd of 20,000 at the SFS have 
covered the cost, or would a truckload of Mr Packer's money be the answer? Soccer officials 
who really want to promote Australian soccer on the international! stage. I'D LIKE TO SEE 
THAT! 


in what perhaps could be sub-titled Where are they now? - Part One, Chris Kunz 
(ACT) mulls over Voices, Golf and Other Things..." 


In March this year | made my first visit to Hobart - a lovely city. Playing tourist, | visited 
Salamanca Place - a renowned row of shops with a long history, down near the water. 
On Saturdays, !'m told, the street in front becomes a sea of people and goods - but this was 
Just a Friday. ! wandered through each of the shops, but stayed longest in The Salamanca 
Collection - a fine art and silverware gallery. 


I was studying (for the third time) a particular painting by Tasmanian native artist George 
Callaghan, of which | was becoming increasingly fond, when | heard an unmistakeable voice 
behind my back. The gentleman concerned was chatting to the gallery's co-owner. 
| wheeled around to greet author Tom Keneally of ‘The Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith’ and 
‘Schindeler's Ark’ fame. We chatted about prospects for a Republic and his purpose in town. 
Keneally said he was in Tasmania completing two years of research for his latest novel - about 
aman he Called “Ireland’s Mandela". This character was imprisoned in Port Arthur and also 
kept on Maria Island. 


Interesting stuff perhaps, but what the hell does this have to do with soccer, you say? 
Well, perhaps | was hearing voices and imagining things, but | was sure that the voice of the 
gallery's co-owner was equally familiar. As left, he handed me his card. | read the name and 
tumed back, knowing | had my man! "Were you always in this business?" | asked, sure of his 
answer. 


ot 


"No", he replied. "| was in broadcasting for a while". It was Jeffrey (Jeff) Thomas, who was 
the host of Philips Top Soccer when the National League started in 1977. It was Thomas who 
was the TV commentator for that dramatic Adelaide derby and last game of the 1978 season. 
West Adelaide won their first and only title with a one-all draw. | still have a sound recording 
of his commentary: 

"it is a matter of seconds now and the title will be West Adelaide's. You are about to see a 
historic moment in Australian football...and there it is - the whistle - they've won! Well you can 
see the referee, but let's look at all these delirious fans... (as thousands ran onto the field)... 
and though no-one wants to encourage this type of thing - nobody wants to see crowds 
invading pitches, | really can't blame them on this occasion!” 

Assistant presenter Jim 'funerat face’ Barker helped provide much of the humour - though 
I'm sure not intentionally. | remember one time when they were discussing Footscray JUST's 
desperate search for new players. Barker chipped in: 

"Well Jeff, a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush - especially when the bush is as far 
away as Yugoslavia!" 


Such comments matched some of the classic soccer broadcasting moments like Tony 
Dunkley's seeming fetish for Footscray's "Young Simic" or Tony Palumbo's radio soccer 
summary, from the 80's: 

“Now we cross to the Connor Reserve in Melbourne for Greg Blake's report on the match 
between Preston and ...." (?somebody)... {for 15 seconds or more there was absolutely no 
sound, then Tony came on adding a slow, deep and depressed-sounding tone to his accented 
voice}... "Greg Blake did not report!" 

When | mentioned those times and his on-screen relationship with Barker - they seemed to 
disagree so often it was more like a comedy act ~- Thomas was astounded. Nobody, he said, 
had reminded him of those days for so many years! | asked if he would ever like to 
commentat and compere again and he said he would jump at the chance. 

So next time you are in Hobart, drop in to The Salamanca Collection at 65-67 Salamanca 
Place. Jeff will be delighted to see you - especially if you buy from his artistic stable, as Tom 
and | did. 


If you believe the figures, Ericsson Cup crowds were up nearly 24% in the season just 
completed - great news - or is it? Itis amazing how fascinated we Ausralian soccer fans are 
with crowds. Itis as if this is the only measure of the health of our game. It often takes 
someone more removed, Someone with a more objective view of our world, to provide a more 
balanced perspective on an obsession. Each weekend ! get just that when | take the 
sometimes agonising stro!l around Canberra's Woodhaven Green Golf Course with local 
Prime TV News sports presenter, Phil Lynch. Neither of us are good players, but the company 
makes up for golfing deficiencies. 


Recently, we were discussing what makes a sport thrive. Crowds? Crowds don't matter in 
sport these days said Phil, who will be the Seven Network's TC commentator for basketball at 
the Atlanta Olympics. (1 hooked a 4-iron approach to the ninth in response!) As we struggled 
up the hill towards the green he explained that only sponsorship and TV really mattered 
nowadays. | wasn’t sure ! fully agreed, but let him continue when | eventually found the safety 
of the green. 

in America, he pointed out, baseball stadiums were now being built with no general 
spectator seating - just all corporate boxes. (My disappointment was mirrored in my two metre 
putt for bogey). After he had missed a three-pointer (well, it was a stableford competition), | 
asked him about Australia's National Basketball League. He confirmed what was stated in 
$U13, that the boom had come to an end. Last season was the first when attendances had 
not risen. | asked about the attempt to move to summer. He said the whole thing was 
television driven. But how about the fans? They would have to sweat it out indoors on 
summer nights.... (Ed: Maybe not in Melbourne - Flinders Park has a retractable roof!) 


As | approached the tenth tee | was gripped by an almost Orwellian feeling of lack of 
personal! control - as if some omnipotent figure would decide destiny irrespective of what | 
intended or hoped. There goes sport | mused... and no doubt my impending tee shot! 

Incidentally, if you are looking for detail, records and fascinating stories behind the Olympic 
Games, both Phil and t can recommend David Wallechinsky's ‘The Complete Book of the 
Olympics’. The 1996 edition will be in bookshops in June. 


Peter Bayliss wonders how long the A-League season should be.... 


The 1995-96 season started on 6th October 1995 and finished on 26th May 1996, which is 
eight months. A late start due to court action. The season contained 4 mid-week games 
(Tuesday / Wednesday) and 2 holiday day games (Boxing Day / Easter Monday). 

How many weeks holiday do the players need? A reasonable time is one month. 

If you accept these figures from the English league, this leaves 9.5 months for the season. 
This means the new season should start about mid-August! 

The extra 1.5 months could be used to reduce mid-week games (low attendances) and 

clashes between Ericsson Cup games and the Socceroos (players missing from club games). 


Dear SU (sort of) 

Andre Kruger (Hannover} continues to give us a German perspective on 
various events.... 

A very thrilling season has finished in Germany and everyone over here was happy that the 
likeable team from Dortmund finished one rung ahead of the arrogant eleven from Bavaria 
Munich. The bottom end of the table was also exciting. Uerdingen was out of the race very 
early, then came the shock. Eintracht Frankfurt and Kaisersiauter have to go down, meaning 
that both Aussie players in the Bundesliga have to go to the second division - if they stay. 


A few weeks earlier Zelic said "There is no chance ! would give it a second go. | would 
rather cart bricks for my dad in Australia". The question was whether Ned might head back to 
QPR. He arrived at Eintracht midway through the season, played 17 games and received four 
yellow cards, He scored one goal (against Dusseldorf, 2-2). In the early games Ned played 
very well, but in the final matches he played like the rest of Frankfurt, without pleasure, weak. 
Because of that | think no other German team is interested in Zelic at the moment. 

Schwarzer played four games for Lautem, and he played very well. But Reinke is stil! 
number one, he is a great player and he is happy to play in the second division. Mark is a 
very good goalkeeper, but if he wants to play in Germany he has to change clubs again. The 
Bundesliga is a very unucky place for Socceroos, but in these days to earn money is a much 
bigger reason than to play soccer. 


It's a big honour for Zelic if he can play in a World X! on July 14, together with Matthaus 
and Klinsmann. But itis not certain that the Germans will both go to New York because at the 
moment there is a private war, a very dirty war, between Lothar and Jurgen. 

Aurelio Vidmar is very successful in Switzerland. In his first game he made his first goal and 
many goals followed. But | think FC Sion is just a stopover. 

But back to Mark and Ned. Most of the good players from both clubs are leaving. But the 
plan is, also for both clubs, to go straight back to the first division. The coaches will stay, but 
the clubs changed some of the managers. Also ex-intemational Rainer Geye, manager of 
Kaiserslautem, is sacked. The latest news is that Mark will stay, but Ned is looking for a first 
division club. 


Ed: Seeing as Andre fs kind enough to give us some news perhaps someone out there 
can help him. See Bulletin Board..... 
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Did that REALLY happen 


On the field..... 


” MAY 


7 - Aurelio Vidmar scores twice against St Gallen in the Swiss Cup semt final to send his 
team (Sion) into the final where they'll face Servette. 

12 - Carl Veart scores the winner for Crystal Palace in a 2-1 win at Charlton in the English 
ist division first-leg play-off. Back in Oz, the NSWSL 2nd phase commences with 
Bonnyrigg winning 6-3 at Illawarra. 

19 - St George make it two wins from two starts in the NSWSL 2nd phase with a 2-0 win at i 
Warringah Dolphins. 

20 - in South Australia, Premier League clubs White City Woodville and the Croydon Kings 
win places in the Mutual Community Cup final to be played at Hindmarsh on July 6. 

26 - The Olyroos dominate the Olympic play-off with Canada in Edmonton but are forced to 
settle for a 2-2 draw. The champagne has been put onice..... Back in Melbourne, the 
Knights clinch their second successive national league title with a 2-1 win over Marconi at 
Olympic Park. In the NSWSL, St George remain top with a 2-1 win at Illawarra. 

Leichhardt jump to second with a 3-2 win at Blacktown, while Sutherland retum from the 
Central Coast with a 1-0 victory which sees them jump into third place. 

31 - Italian touring side Sampdoria hand out a 3-0 defeat to Perth Glory, with Roberto 
Mancini getting his name on the scoresheet twice. 


JUNE 

1 - Adamstown Rosebud clinch a spot in this years NSW Super League grand final by 
demolishing last season's champions Warringah Dolphins 4-0. In case you're wondering, 
this was a round 13 fixture, meaning that the first phase of the championship was 
completed three weeks after the commencement of the second phase. If we had've had 
enough space on page 7 then a yellow card would have been produced... 

2-5-0. See pages 18-19. In Victoria, second placed Bentieigh Greens win 2-1 at ladder 
leaders Sunchine to move within a point of the top, while in an extraordinary game at 
Bulleen, Frank Arok’s Port Melbourne are 0-3 down after 23 minutes but rally to win 5-3. 
The rumours are getting stronger that Arok will land the Gippsland Falcons job. 

4 - Bentleigh Greens show they are not happy with second place on the VPL table by 
securing the Knights’ Ice Kutlesovski . 

8 - Blacktown go berzerk and smash Bankstown 5-0 at Jensen Park. Perhaps the Lions 
had the upcoming match with Parramatta (in two days time) on their minds.... 

9 - No change at the top in Victoria as the top two both lose, allowing last season’s 
champions Altona to move within four points of the top after a stunning 4-0 home win over 
Bentleigh. Meanwhile, Port Melboume's revival continues with a 2-0 win at Fawkner. 
Bobby Despatovski remains top scorer (with 16) after finding the net for Heidelberg in their 
1-1 draw with North Geelong. The action is not restricted to the field at Lalor where home 
team Thomastown defeat Sunshine 3-1. A brawl erupts in the crowd and police are called 
from a variety of stations to calm things down. Zebras president Peter Ballassone reckons 
there was nothing in it, but three men will appear in court on a date to be fixed. 

Up in the NSWSL, Parramatta move into the top three (2nd phase) for the first time with a 
1-0 win at 1st phase winners Adamstown Rosebud. 

16 - In the VPL, Sunshine extend their lead to three points with a win at St Albans while 
second placed Bentleigh are held 1-1 at home by Bulleen. In the NSWSL, a bit of a log- 
jam is developing with Sutherland taking over top spot with a 1-1 home draw against 
Adamstown. Parramatta join them on 11 points after defeating St George 2-0, while St 
George and Leichhardt are both only a point behind. 


.. and off 


MAY 

16- The Collingwood Warriors sign Zoran Matic on a 3 year full-time contract and at the 
same time add credibility to their inclusion into the A-League. 

21 - it's time to break out the tuxedos as SocAus holds its annual knees-up to honour the 
season's achievers. Ad City just about sweep the prizes - see page 29. 

23 - Adelaide City reappoint John Perin and his assistant John Nyskohus for another year. 
The Croydon Kings Olyroo-type saga ends with the club being fined $10.00 under by-law 
viil.7. 

24 -Premier league club-Adelaide Raiders sign former Romanian Youth intemational Adrian 
Barcau as a guest player for at least three weeks. 

28 -Cyrille Ndongo-Keller agrees to stay on at West Adelaide after an injury plagued 
season. The Melbourne Knights reveal plans are at an advanced stage for a three match 
tour of China where they will play against national league clubs. Meanwhile, over in Sth Oz 
it is revealed Milan Ivanovic is to guest for 5 games with Premier league club Cambelltown 
Red Devils. 

29 -Goal scoring machine, Damien Mori, signs with Adelaide City for another 2 years. 

30 -Robbie Hooker signs on for another three years with West Adelaide, while Con 
Boutsianis signs with Collingwood Warriors. South Melboume lost the race for his 
signature, making it two losses in two days after they failed to sign Damian Mori. 

With support from Ansett and Austrade, SASF General Manager Tony Farrugia and South 
Australian Department of Recreation, Sport and Racing Chief Executive Michael Scott meet 
with J-League clubs for games and training camps on a regular basis. Good to see 
someone taking the lead on this type of venture. 


JUNE 

+-Former Adelaide City utility Mike Brooks is a transfer target for West Adelaide after 
scoring 13 goals in 11 games so far this season with Premier league Adelaide Blue Eagles. 
On Adelaide radio, Eddie Thomson mentions that last year John:Aloisi wrote to him stating 
that he didn't wish to be considered for Socceroo selction. ET didn't know why (maybe he 
should have taken the time to ask) but guessed that he didn't want to be considered as a 
foreign player in Italy. 

3-The Superstars of Soccer series between local ("True Blues”) and overseas 
("international Travellers") Socceroos is announced by David Hill with tv coverage on 
Channel 9. Holidaying in Australia, Socceroos Tony & Aurelio Vidmar, Paul Agostino and 
John Aloisi are keeping fit with the help of a local athletics coach. 

Adelaide City Chairman Fred Lenzi succeeds Souths George Vasilopoulos on the SocAus 
commission. No word yet on when or if he will give up his position with the Zebras. 

6 - More rumours, this time Anthony Carbone (currently struggling to get a first team game 
at Nottingham Forest) is rumoured to be joining the Collingwood Warriors. 

8 - Souths new coach has secured the services of Socceroos Warren Spink (Gippsland 
Falcons) and Jason Polak (Brisbane Strikers). The club has also expressed an interest in 
Goran Lozanovski, Joe Spiteri and Emie Tapai. 

9- George Konstandopoulos of Sth Oz Premier League club Olympians is facing charges of 
physically abusing the referee during a recent game. He awaits the disciplinary tribunal 
decision. Fred Lenzi predicts that AdClty will be fully professional in 2 years time. Damian 
Mori also wins his club's player of the year award. 

11-A bombshell in Adelaide, as John Perin announces his resignation. It appears that 
some of the board weren't that keen on John, and SU had heard that Zoran Matic had been 
approached before he eventually signed with Collingwood. Apparently Matic knocked back 
the offer because he respected Perin. 

13 - It's official. Frank Arok will coach the Gippsland Falcons, but is keen to continue his 
work with Port Melboume as well. Good luck, Frank! 
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Programme 
Review 


Australia v Scotland - Weds 4th Dec 1985 
Olympic Park, Melbourne 
28 Pages (8 pp ads) - Size 202mm x 304mm 





Many rated this Australian performance as one of 
their finest, whilst others saw it as an opportunity 
missed. That aside, we look back at yet another 
programme which gives us a chance to recall a 
performance that had us on the edge of our seats. 
The programme remains as a reminder and it 
wasn't a bad one with a fair bit of reading. Perhaps 
the first thing you notice is the different ‘branding’ 
given to the tear! Let's have a look...... 


Cover - Shaws the match details (no KO time) and 
a photo from the Hampden game. 2 - Ad. 3- A Sir 
Arthur George welcome + Contents. 4 - Ad. 5 - 
Praise for the sponsors and a photo with PM 
Hawke ‘heading’ the way. 6/7 - A review of the 
Glasgow game + team squad phato. 8 - Ad (for 
TAA - remember them?} 9 - Focus on Alex 
Ferguson, Scottish boss + photo. 10/11 - Scottish 
pen pictures. 12 - An article and photos on Davie 
Cooper. 13 - Ad. 14/15 - 3 Colour photos of 
Hampden action. 16 - Ad. 17 - Frank Arok feature 
+ photo. 18/19 - Australian pen pictures. Sydney 
City provided 5 and St Gearge 2 of the 19 players. 
20 - Charlie Yankos feature + photo. 21 - Terry 
Greedy feature + photo. 22 - Mexico - the aim + 
photo. 23 - The history of Scottish Football + photo. 
24 - Ad. 25 - World Cup Trivia. 26 - Blank for 
autographs. 27/28 - Ads. 


What a good programme. Plenty to read (9 articles 
+ the pen pictures) all with plenty of substance. It is 
mainly B & W with the main colour being in the 
ads. Shame that the efforts of the team didn't 
warrant more colour. Excellent none the less. 
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Four Nation Tournament - Jan 1995 
Sydney, Canberra, Wollongong 
36 pages (13 pp ads) - Size 214mm x 297mm 


An Olyroos tournament featuring visitors from 
Denmark, Japan & South Korea. The front cover 
features the dates of all the games (but no year) 
along with the teams ‘running’ around the edge. It's 
quite a good cover and is different from the usual 
issues we see. It is a Playbill publication, but why 
do they insist on putting their name on the front 
cover? It's a big issue with some good stats. 


Cover - As above. No KO times mentioned. It also 
doesn't state which of the group games will be 
played in which city. 2 - Ad. 3 - Chairman's 
message + contents & photos. 4 - Toumament 
Rules + photos. 5 - 15 Olyroos/U.23 match results 
between Feb - Aug ‘94. Includes line ups & scorers 
etc. Lots of stats on games you probably didn't 
know had been played. 6/7/8 - The Olympic Story. 
A good read + 4 pics, 3 in colour. 9/10 - Pen pics of 
the Olyroos (incl. 2 reverse pics & Adrian Cervinski 
standing in for Danny Tiatto!) 11/42/13/14 - Ads. 16 
+ Olyroo squad phato, team numbers, clubs, etc. 
Includes 1st & 2nd choice colours. 16 - Pen Pics of 
Aust officials. 17 - Danish team photo + squad line 
up, colours + officials. 18/19 - The fixtures + the 
refs, linesmen, 4th officials and inspectors all get 
mentioned by name! A chart for all the results + 2 
photos. 20 - The South Korean squad details, team 
photo, cotours + officials. 21 - Korean Olympic 
team complete results. 22 - Japanese team photo, 
squad details, colours + officials. 23/24/25/26 - 
Ads. 27 - Soccerco results Oct 93 - Sept 94. Line 
Ups + scorers & 2 photos. 28 - The schedule for 
Nigeria! 29 - Barcelona results in detail. 30 - Ads. 
31 - Barcelona cont. 32 - Ads, 33 - 14 U.20/Young 
socceroos results in-full. 34 - A Soccer Calendar 
(including out of date stuff). 35/36 - Ads. 


There are some good stats but only one decent 
article to read. One negative is that there is no 
effort made to identify the players in any squad 
photos and there is virtually nothing on any of the 
visitors. Is such basic information all too much to 
source? 


Ericsson Cup Top Six Series 
1995/6 Championship 
32 Pages (12 pp ads} - Size 211mm x 296mm 


The problem with programmes that cover a series 
of games is that they are {in my opinion) out of 
date very quickly. This programme is no exception. 
To make matters worse, the publishers prepared 
most of the groundwork for this issue before the top 
six was finalised and to cover themselves, they 
included stats for West Adelaide just in case. 
Whilst they left out a double page spread on the 
Sharks, they still referred to them as a finals team. 
So is this the type of up to date programme fans 
are looking for? Perhaps the thing that really hits 
the reader is the use of Dymo type headings 
throughout the issue. As a plus, it is a full cofour 
publication. Anyway, on with the read... 


Cover - Top 6 Series & season noted, but no dates 
or the competing teams mentioned. 2/3/4 - Ads. 5 - 
Foreword from the Ericsson MD and D.Hill from 
SA. 6/7 - Ad. City facts & figs. 8/9 - Strikers facts & 
figs. 10/11 - Marconi facts & figs. 12/13 - Knights 
facts & figs. 14/15 - UTS facts & figs. 16/17 - 
Sydney Utd facts & figs. 18/19 - 2 page advert for 
the upcoming Olympic qualifier in Sydney. 20 - Ad. 
21°- All team squads for 1st & 2nd leg semi finals 
with dates and venues. The squads are repeated 
twice. 22 - Ad. 23 - Top 6 series layout of who 
plays who & where & when. 24 - Ad. 25 - Spaces 
for the Minor SF & Preliminary Final teams to be 
written in. 26 - Ad. 27 - Finals History 1977 - 95. 
28 - Ad. 29 - The Matic View - again written before 
round 33, 30 - The National Anthem. 31/2 - Ads. 


All in all there is a bit of reading in this “special 
souvenir programme". Six club features + stats, 6 
player focuses plus 2 or 3 other articles. Why 
though are the ads the same as seen in every other 
programme. No variety. Does this mean that SA 
cant attract fresh corporate sponsorship and a 
wider invalvement from the business community? 
Why can't the sponsors create a different ad for a 
special occasion? Even the Coca Cola ad (with 
Mark Viduka) was so old that it had the ASF logo! 


a TOP SIX SERIES 
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Ericsson Cup Grand Final 
Melbourne Knights v Marconi Fairfield 
Sunday 26 may, 1996 - Olympic Park 
40 Pages (13 pp ads} - Size 211mm x 298mm 


The first impression is that a new programme has 
been issued for the Final. Great news! But alas, no. 
tt is simply the original programme with a few extra 
pages added to the outside. So everything inside is 
the same with the exception of the 8 extra pages 
one of which is an ad. On the basis that the most 
programme buyers would have obtained a copy at 
an earlier game, this doesn't represent value for 
money. For others it is a good buy albeit that most 
of it is outdated. Why couldn't SA include the 
results of the completed Top 6 games to make it a 
more complete and informative programme? 


Cover - Features the match details but no KO time. 
2 - Ad. 3 - New message from MD of Ericsson and 
D.Hill. 4/5/6 - Recalling the 1988 Grand Final! 7/8 
- Ads, 9 - The original foreword. 10/11 - Ad City 
feature. 12/13 - Strikers. 14/15 - Marconi. 16/17 - 
Knights. 18/19 - UTS. 20/21 - Sydney Utd. 22/23 - 
Olympic qualifier ad. 24 - Ad. 25 - Squads for the 
ist & 2nd legs of the first Finals games! 26 - Ad. 27 
- The path to the Grand Final - but no results filled 
in. 28 - Ad. 29 - Blank spaces to fill in the teams for 
the Minor SF and the Preliminary Final! 30 - Ad. 31 
- Finals History. 32 - Ad. 33 - The Matic View. 34 - 
The National Anthem, 35 - Ad. 36/7 - Flash Back to 
previous Grand Finals. Interviews with 4 players 
who have experienced the big occasion + The 
Yankos Assessment on the big game. 38 - A profile 
on Referee Eddie Lennie + The squad line ups and 
other match officials. 39 - Ad. 40 - Ad. 


Page numbers underlined represent pages that 
were in the Top 6 programme. Another interesting 
thing about the repeated pages is that they retained 
their original page numbers in this issue. 'Nuff said! 


We've got lots of good programmes to review 

in the coming months and more are always 

welcome, So if you've got any spare interesting 

ones, send them to our man at the review desk: 
Ewen Anderson 

PO Box 5155, Alexandra Hills QLD 4161 
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Olympic play-off - Australia vy Canada 


Game 1 - Canada v Australia - May 26 (Commonwealth Stadium, Edmonton} 


It finished 2-2, but 4-0 would have been a far more accurate scoreline, as Australia were 
denied at least two certain goals by some outstanding (if unorthodox) goalkeeping and 
Canada managed to pinch two through two dreadful errors of judgement by Hayden Foxe 
and the twenty-third man on the pitch. it's always difficult to accurately assess refereeing 
decisions when you are seated in your lounge room 10,000 miles away but if Lozanovski 
wasn't shoved in the back by two-goal hero David Xausa then | know bugger ail about the 
game. Until the X-man’s late equaliser Australia had completely dominated the game and 
deserved to have the tie well and truly sewn up before the retum leg. Xausa had opened the 
scoring after a stray pass across the front of the Canadian box was misjudged by Foxe and 
the Canadian suddenly found himself one-on-one with Juric. He remained composed and 
slotted the sphere into the ‘old onion bag’ (copyright Tommy Smyth). Lozanovski replied ten 
minutes later with a stunning right foot shot after a nice lay-off from Mendez, and Oz went to 
the dressing rooms confident of victory with the half-time score sitting at 1-1. 


Game 2 - Australia v Canada - June 2 (Sydney Football Stadium) 


The last time an Olyroos match was beamed live around the country the team blew it! 
Admittedly, little hinged on the result, but to lose to an average Kiwi combination in front of 
the whole country did nothing whatsoever for our reputation. They had a chance to prove to 
Joe Public that this team was really something, a team that could maybe even repeat the 
successes of the 1992 Olyroos. The 0-1 loss inspired nobody. In fact it angered quite a few. 
The second leg of the Canada play-off series provided the perfect opportunity to set the 
record straight. It was a golden chance to prove that the ‘96 Olyroos are worthy of a spot in 
the finals. Thankfully, the players responded. 


An early goal from Hayden Foxe settled the nerves in the stands and the celebrations 
could begin. Thomson had stated before the match that if Oz scored their celebarations 
would be more dignified'. Some hope! The players threw themselves into an untidy pile 
near the comer flag but at least nobody was booked. 

if the chances of Canada snatching a 1-0 had been remote then the chances of them 
scoring twice were non-existant. They had fired blanks for most of the Concacaf qualifying 
series and were unbelievably lucky to pinch two in Edmonton. In Sydney, thelr luck ran out. 
When Lozanovski scored with a cracking (well rehearsed) free kick the Canadians were 
down and ready to be knocked out. It became showtime as Oz scored three more in the final 
ten minutes but it is not unreasonable to suggest the final score could have been even more 
lopsided as Agostino was denled a clear penalty. Maybe the Arab referee took pity on the 
frustrated Canadian defence. 


After the game, Australian coach Eddie Thompson was generally pleased with the result, 
but had a few comments to make. "Once the second goal went in we relaxed a bit", and this 
was very true of the way the Australians played. But there were some problems as Eddie 
said... "Defensively we were okay, but midfield attack... so, so", and this is an area that will 
need to be cleaned up prior to Atlanta. The Canadian coach, Bob Lenarduzzl, stated that... 
“the second goal was critical... and after that we either had to do some scoring or be content 
with a two-nil result. In the end they scored another 3 goals which was a disappointment.” On 
Australia's chances to progress during the Olympics, Lenarduzzi stated... "I think based on 
what Australia has done, they'll certainly give Mexico a good run for their money." 








The Olyroos warranted all the plaudits that came their way but it is still difficult to assess 
the overall chances of the team given the quol-i-ee of opposition. Canada enjoys the sort of 
status in Concacaf that New Zealand enjoys in Oceania. In other words, they're well behind 
their regional leaders. But you can only beat who is put in front of you, and Australia showed 
that they can really play when their confidence is high and their minds are on the job. It is now 
up to Eddie 'Bolle' Thomson is map out a lead-up campaign that pits Oz against real quol-i-ee 
opposition prior to the opening match In Miami. 


For all the good news there are still major problems in the disciplinary department with 
Tiatto (see page 7), Muscat, Enes and Spiteri all even money chances for cardboard in Miami 
and one wonders why Thomson didn't immediately substitute Tiatto after a flare-up on the 
touchline resulted in a booking. it was interesting to see ET grab hold of Ante Moric, who was 
the ‘third man in’ after the initial dust-up between Spiteri and D'Onofrio, but coaches have no 
place getting involved and if it wasn't for the quick work by referee Ali Mohd Bujsaim - who 
practically put a headtock on Tiatto! - it could have got ugly. Danny has enormous talent but 
‘Bolle’ has given him far too much latitude. If the Olyroos finish any match in the US with less 
than eleven men then Eddie must shoulder some of the responsibility. 


For the record... 
May 26 (Edmonton) 2-2 Goals: Lozanovski 31, Spiteri 54 
Yellow cards: Spiteri 54 
Line-up: F. Juric, K. Muscat, H. Foxe, M. Babic, D,Tiatto, G-Lozanovski, P.Tsekenis, 
G.Mendez (R Aloisi 67), A.Moric, M.Viduka (B Hassell 78), J-Spiteri 


Jun 2 (Sydney) 5-0 Foxe 16, Lozanovski 58, Viduka 82, Agostino 85, Muscat 87 


Yellow cards: Tiatto 66, Enes 67 
Line-up: F.Juric, K.Muscat, H.Foxe, M.Babic, D.Tiatto, G.Lozanovski (L Casserley 83), 


P.Tsekenis, G.Mendez (R Enes 24), A.Moric, M.Viduka, J.Spiteri (P Agostino 68) 


On to Miamii.... 

On Friday June 7th the full squad was released including the 3 extra ‘over-age' players. 
The squad is: 
Goalkeepers: Frank Juric, Michael Petkovic 
Defenders: Kevin Muscat, Mark Babic, Luke Casserley, Steve Horvat, Hayden Foxe 
Midfielders: Ned Zelic, Danny Tiatto, Robert Enes, Ante Moric, Ross Aloisi, 

Goran Lozanovski, Peter Tsekenis 
Forwards: Joe Spiteri, Mark Viduka, Aurelio Vidmar, Paul Agostino 





But will we see the games? 


If your memories are any good you may recall the atrocious coverage given to the Olyroos 
during the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, with Channel 7 only showing a full match when the 
Olyroos reached the semi final against Poland. 
The news for 1996 may not be much better. When we contacted the Seven Network they 


advised us that their programming schedule had not been finalised and it won't be until about 
a week before the games begin. To us, that sounds quite incredible, but we'll give them the 
benefit of the doubt and assume they were telling us the truth. This means that we have until 
mid-July to hassle them on a daily basis. We couldn't be bothered checking the number for 
Seven in other states but we can tell you the Melboume number is 9697-7777. 
Start ringing 





ot 


You may remember back in SU13 we lamented the intensity of the bidding 
war for the hosting rights for the 2002 World Cup. But at least the Japanese and 
- Korean bid teams knew what the rules were. Australian cities bidding to host 
matches for the 2000 Olympics aren't that lucky! 


Who' 7 
OS Jor a game: 

Initially, it appeared a simple case of Mr Hill speaking before checking the facts. 
The occasion was a corporate lunch in Newcastle where the SocAus chief told the 
assembled throng that the Hunter region was entitled to put it's collective hand up if it 
wished to host (group) games during the 2000 Olympic soccer tourmament. 

This didn't go down too well with certain NNSWSF officials - past and present - who 
distinctly remembered spending considerable time putting together a proposal in 1994 
which was thrown out at first base by the then ASF honchos. They apparently suggested 
the 16 team competition would follow a similar pattern to the 1993 World Youth Cup 
schedule. That is, Adelaide, Melboume, Brisbane and Sydney would each host a group 
with the final stages being held in Sydney. Given the successful running of the '93 event - 
a key factor in the decision to award the Olympics to 'Siddey’ if you believe certain FIFA 
officials - it is an understandable stance. 


But as FIFA have regularly shown, they are quite capable of shifting the goalposts 
during a game. They decided to expand the WC finals to 32 teams a full 18 months after 
awarding the hosting rights to France and have agreed to expand next year’s World Youth 
Championships to 24 teams - a decision that will fully test Malaysia's organisational skills - 
so who's to say the 2000 Olympic Finals will be contested by only 16 teams? 

With Joao Havelange facing yet another leadership challenge it is not unrealistic to 
suggest he may call up his old mate Samaranch and cook up another scheme to attract the 
votes of the minnows. What Juan wants in return is open to speculation... 


But even if 2000 is a 16 team toummament, a number of officials appear to have 
overlooked the obvious. While the first two rounds of the group stage can be played as 
double-headers, the third round should not be. It is blatantly unfair for the participants of 
the second match of the double-header to know exactly what they need to do to qualify for 
the quarter-finals. And it is blatantly unfair on the fans if the situation arises where the 
participants of that match can play out a sterile draw. Admittedly, that situation can arise 
anyway, as Wollongong fans will no doubt remind us. They would remember the farcical 
match between Denmark and Korea in January '95 when the referee may as well have 
abondoned the match twenty minutes early, as neither side made any attempt to penetrate 
the opposition defence. 


Studs Up has not seen the rule book for 2000. Chances are it hasn't even been written 
yet, and even if it has it will almost certainly be periodically revised over the next few years. 
But as a guide, it's worth locking at the past few Olympic events. Back in 1984 the 
American public startled the organisers by tuming up in droves to watch many of games, 
with a total of 124,000 fans watching the two quarter finals in Pasadena, and even more 
astonishingly over 78,000 tumed up to watch the US go down 0-1 te Italy in the group 
stage. Even 75,000 saw Brazil play West Germany in the group stage. Okay, so the level 
of interest in the US is unlikely to be matched in Australia, but the interest here will certainly 
be higher than in Spain, where they see top level soccer on a weekly basis and were 
unimpressed with not just the player selection criteria but also anyone but their own team. 
Fourteen attendances during the group stage were ‘officially’ stated at 3,000 and one at 
500. In Seoul the 32 matches attracted a total of over 740,000 fans for an average of, ah, 
you work it out. But the point is this, we need to use large stadiums in each city. 

Just in case. 





Is Hindmarsh Stadium - even with the proposed redevelopments now confirmed - big 
enough to cope with group games let alone a quarter final? We all remember the level of 
interest South Australians showed when Brazil hit town in 1993, so what's going to happen 
when up to 50,000 people (remember, we're talking interstate AND overseas visitors) want a 
ticket to see a match? Like we said earlier, the mule book will be revised. Who can tell which 
players will be on show? If Hindmarsh Stadium is awarded five group matches and a 1/4 
final then Adelaide will be denying thousands, possibly tens of thousands of fans the 
opportunity to view world class soccer. 


The same can't be said for Melboume. The Olympic Park redevelopment is still a long 
way from getting off the drawing-board and one wonders whether Jeff Kennett will step in 
and try to book the MCG for a game or three. After all, a quarter final between Italy and 
Brazil (a realistic suggestion) would surely have OP bursting at the seams, so why not think 
BIG and give the world something fo look at. Imagine seeing the MCG with over 50,000 fans 
in camival mood? One probiem could be Ross Oakley although he doesn't own the joint, he 
fust rents it. If OP can't cut the mustard they'll always be the Bob Jane Stadium, which could 
easily involve a Stage 3 development when Stage 2 is finally completed. But the most 
exciting option is the proposed redevelopment of the Showgrounds, situated about ten 
minutes north-west of the CBD. 

Essendon Football Club holds the key here, with council problems at their current home 
(Windy Hill} suggesting they would like to move elsewhere in the not too distant future. They 
currently play their home matches at the MCG, but with three other clubs doing likewise, 
someone will feel the squeeze eventually. The wildcard in all this is actually AFL park. If the 
AFL can sense TWO clubs moving to the new Showgrounds development they may be 
persuaded to bulldoze their Waverley site - and pick up anything around $100 million - and 
shift across town to Ascot Vale, where there are direct rail and tram links, something 
Waverley does not have. Stay tuned... 


Brisbane is an interesting one. Dunno the legals of it but I've a feeling the QE2 should be 
considered. Again, we don't want to underestimate the potential of these matches. 
Suncorp Stadium has the potential to become a mini-lbrox or even a maxi-lbrox if the 
Queenslanders want it, but | suppose in the end it may be the rugby honchos who have the 
final say. 


Sydney need not be discussed, which brings us to the provincial centres. And nicely 
back to Newcastle. If Newcastle are back in the running for a group match then you can bet 
that Canberra and Wollongong won't be far behind them. Wollongong should miss simply 
through sheer capacity but Bruce Stadium has potential. The latest rumour from 
Wollongong revolves around the three cities lodging a joint bid in an attempt to keep as 
many matches as possible in NSW. They're obviously prepared to overlook the fact that 
Canberra is not part of NSW but that's their prerogative. 


Whatever happens, Soccer Australia must work as closely as possible with the people 
who will be running FIFA in 2000. And that probably won't include Havelange. We need to 
know what FIFA expects, and we need to talk to them regularly. Australia has occasionally 
made a fool of itself on the world stage, and without wishing to suggest that any of the 
current administration would give cause for embarrassment it may to wise to employ a 
couple of professional hand-pushers. Guys that have - metaphorically speaking - been there 
before. Neville Wran is good value, as is George Negus, but the stocks behind them are 
scratchy. 


Australian soccer is about to undergo the biggest boom in it's relatively short history. On 
the field, we are ready to start playing with the established powers, we must be ready to start 
playing off the field as well. 

We have promised plenty (and occasionally delivered) but over the next fours years we 
will be taking unprecedented steps into the world spotlight, both on and off the field. 

We have the InterContinental Cup as a dress rehearsal and then its all uphill and hard 
work toward 98 and 2000. We should complete all tasks with flying colours. 

We have to, ‘cos we'll never get a chance this good again. 


ay 


ot 


SUCCESSFUL COACH REWARDED 
by Anthony Fensom 


No, this is not an article about another coach winning a free bottle of whisky, courtesy of 
Johnny Walker. The Brisbane Strikers rewarded long-serving coach Bruce Stowell, who 
managed the Queenslanders to a place in the finals and within reach of the minor premiership, 
with the announcement on the 18th of May that his services were no longer required. 


‘Dour Yorkshireman' may seem like a cliche, but according to insiders Stowell was a tough 
disciplinarian who lacked ‘people skills’. However, coaches can never hope to win popularity 
contests amongst their players, and Stowell managed to lead the wooden-spooners of the 
competition to the national play-offs after barely three seasons, despite a transfer cap of 
(reportedly) $10,000 ! 


By comparison, it took Adelaide City some nine seasons to make their first appearance in 
the finals, in 1986. Winner of the Johnny Walker coach of the month award in January, 
Stowell managed to turn around a disastrous start to the 1995/96 season by the club, when 
the team won only two of the first six matches. By December the Strikers had climbed to fifth 
place on the ladder, a position which they managed to consolidate with a club-record 
undefeated run of some twelve matches between December and March. The success of the 
team in losing ‘only one home match all season (the season opener, lost to Marconi 3-1) and 
winning five away games, led to the position where a win away against Sydney Olympic in the 
final game of the season would have delivered the team the chance of hosting the inaugural 
Ericsson Cup grand final ! 


As a result of the improved on-field performance, the Strikers succeeded in bringing record 
crowds to Suncorp Stadium (nearly 9,000 for the semi-final aginst Sydney United), increased 
sponsorship and media coverage. Stowell also managed to meld together a disparate group of 
Queensland Academy of Sport players, near-retirees and a success-driven former 
intemational. Under the Stowell regime, competition for places in the team was intense, and 
discouraged fringe players such as Chris Slater utilised the medla to express their 
dissatisfaction (Slater eventually transferring to Olympic). 


Unfortunately for Stowell the success of the strikers increased the expectations of both the 
board and the public, and when the Strikers crashed out of the finals with consecutive losses 
to Sydney United (2-0 and 2-1), the board's patience with Stowell ended. Perhaps the board 
began to believe some of it's own publicity about the strikers having the 'best squad’ in the 
league. Certainly Farina, Polak, Hunter and Bolton were capable performers, but the eighteen- 
man squad lacked depth, depth which was exposed when the inevitable injuries occurred. Had 
the strikers enjoyed the depth and quality of players such as those available at the champions 
(winning a grand finat without three key players and a debutante goalkeeper), then Stowell 
might even now be preparing for the new season. 


Instead, the strikers board announced that the coach's contract would not be renewed, with 
other players released from their contracts allowed to join loca! league clubs for the off- 
season. The club advertised the coaching position nationally, with a closing date of June 10 
for applicants. At the time of writing the board had yet to announce their choice. However 
media reports have indicated that captain Frank Farina is likely to perform the duties of 
player/manager perhaps from 1997/98, giving the incoming coach onty a season in which to 
produce results. 


With the board keeping tight-lipped about applications, the rumour mill has indicated a 
few high-profile applicants, including a current national league coach (possibly Harry 
Bingham or John Perin) and Frank Arok. Other names put forward have included local 
coach Frank Pimblett (former national league player and coach of first division club Pine 
Rivers}, and Gary Mcdowell (coaching third division Mitchelton). Former intemational Eddie 
Kmcevic apparently has also registered his interest in the position. 


Regardless of who is appointed, the Strikers will have to dip into the transfer market if 
they wish to progress further next season. Given that the Brisbane public's expectations 
have been raised, anything less than a semi-final position would be viewed as a failure. Yet 
with the likely departure of Jason Polak (rumoured to South Melboume or Collingwood), 
and the ageing of stalwarts Hunter, Jackson, Brown and Phillips, new talent is urgently 
required. Certainly the club must have improved its financial position with the increased 
number of patrons and sponsorship over the 1995/96 season, funds which should be 
available for the new coach to spend. 


On a brighter note, the announcement by Soccer Australia chairman David Hill of a two- 
match 'Superstars of Soccer" series to be played in Sydney and Brisbane on June 719 and 
23 has been welcomed by the football community as an opportunity to see some of 
Australia's best overseas players in action. Critics have previously bemoaned the fact that 
Australian fans never had the opportunity to witness Australia's ‘Dream Team’ team in 
action. The series is an attempt by the administration to counter such critics, in addition to 
rivalling the succesful Origin series conducted by the rugby codes. Additionally, the 
appointment of the Nine-Network as live broadcasters of the matches should provide a 
much needed credibility boost to the world game in this country. While SBS continues to 
perform a superb job on limited resources as Australia’s 'Soccer Broadcasting Station’, 
unfortunately SBS does not have the national coverage that the commercial networks 
enjoy, in addition to being marginalised as an ‘ethnic’ channel. 


Brisbane fans will undoutably be supporting the locally-based playerd, with local hero 
Frank Farina up front, Clint Bolton and Jason Polak making up the Strikers trifecta. The 
‘professional class’ on offer for the paying public includes Bosnich, Steve Horvat, Aurelio 
Vidmar, Steve Corica and Mark Viduka, also Paul Agostino, who the supporters may 
remember from the 1993 World Youth Cup campaign. Unfortunately missing from the 
overseas contingent is the class of Paul Okon, Ned Zelic, Graham Amold and Robbie 
Slater. The critics will have to wait for the 1998 World Cup campaign before Australia truly 
assembles its best eleven, when Eddie Thomson will have more talent than this country 
has ever produced before at his disposal. 


Finally in the iocal Brisbane league, first division club Coalstars have signed Strikers 
sweeper Steve Jackson, with Strikers utility Brad Ditton going to second divsion Mt Gravatt. 
With the local season approaching its final phase, Brisbane City and third-placed 
Rochedale Rovers both have hinted at plans to enter the national league at some stage, 
Brisbane City being backed by the local Italian community and Rovers developing a 
succesfut sporting complex. However until the Brisbane Strikers expand their support base 
to upwards of 15 000 regular patrons, it is unlikely that the administration would consider 
accepting a second Brisbane team. A better prospect for a second Queensland team would 
be a North Queensiand team, with the recent announcement of plans by the North 
Quennsland soccer federation to link up with the rugby-league club (North Queensland 
Cowboys) and apply for admittance to the national league. 


ot 


The Brisbane local league is also on the verge of implementing a major restructuring 
plan, with the Queensland Soccer Federation to reduce the first division to eight teams 
(currently twelve) selected according to a list of criteria including finanaces and support 

‘ base, with a three-year period of no relegation or promotion. Aimed at improving the 
standard of the local league, the plan nevertheless gives little incentive for second division 
clubs to improve. Rocklea United in the second division are on course for promotion under 
the old system, yet may be stymied by the criteria and their stigma as being an ‘ethnic’ club 
(unofficially Brisbane Croatia), as would the second placed team in Division two, Greek- 
backed Olympic. Rocklea United demonstrated the unfairness of the proposals with a 
Queensland Cup win over the high-flying Rochedale Rovers. The ten thousand dollar 
Queensland Cup is a valuable competition for the minnows of the local league to test their 
abilities against teams from all divisions and different regions of Queensland. 


In summary, the year ahead promises further innovation and improvement in the 
national league, with a much-needed credibility boost provided by the Nine Network's 
televising of the ‘Superstar series. With tickets at $20 (just below the price of the Sweden 
intemational - $25) and family discounts available, with a family-friendly kick-off of 2 pm 
sunday, it is hopeful! that the series is a major success for the World Game, coinciding with 
the increased publicity resulting from the European Championships. A few years ago, 
Sydney and Melboume would have been the cities selected as venues. Melburnians have 
only themselves to blame, as they have not displayed any major interest in supporting the 
national team, as opposed to local derbies. On a different note, it has been pleasing to see 
some flag-waving Australian fans at the European Championships, just over the Channel 
from Australia’s next success at France 1998. 


Studs Update - The ULTIMATE Tipping Competition 
No surprises in Round § with just about everybody selecting the Mexicans to qualify 
direct for the Olympic finals. Naturally that means there's no change at the top of the 
leaderboard, but Round 6 is bound to sort the men from the boys with double points 
available for those who can pick a team to get at least as far as the semis. Well, have 
picked actually, ‘cos the deadline for tips has already closed. But for those of you who 
were too slack to get your tip in (ooh-er!) there's plenty of chances to make up the shortfall 
before the competition ends in July 1998. 
Starting with Rounds 7 & 8, which will centre around the Olympic Finals in July / August. 
Entries for both rounds will close on July 20 (the day the comp commences) so we thought 
we better tel! you about it now in case SU15 is a few days late getting out. There's plenty 
to take into account when you're making your selections, too. Like which teams will bother 
taking over-age players. 
Might be best to wait ‘til the squads are announced. 


Round 7 - Olympic Finals - Men 
Group A - USA, Argentina, Portugal, Tunisia Group B - Spain, Saudi Arabia, France, Oz 
Group C - Ghana, South Korea, Italy, Mexico Group D - Brazil, Japan, Hungary, Nigeria 
Round 8 - Olympic Finals - Women 
Group E - USA, Denmark, Sweden, China Group F - Norway, Brazil, Germany, Japan 


The Leaderboard after Round 5 (Round 6 tips in brackets) 
39 - Kevin (No, he’s not cheating) Christopher (Germany), 38 - Graham Creed 
(Holland), 36 -Bhupinder Rai (France) 35 - Anthony Fensom (Croatia) 
32 - Harry (No, he's not cheating) Georgiadis (England) 32 - Nadia Creed (Italy) 


Rd 7 tips: Ed: Brazil, Asst Ed: Brazil Rd 8 tips: Ed: USA, Asst Ed: Norway 


News from the Capital by Nick Guoth 


There's a lot of news from Canberra this month. Over the long weekend at the beginning of 


this month saw both the Finai of the Federation Cup and the annual ACT vs Illawarra clash. 
Tagether with this we have the presentation night far the Canberra Cosmos as well as the 


continuation of the local competition.On Saturday June 8, the ACT and Illawarra played their 


annual representative clash at Hawker Oval. Before a rather modest crowd the ACT came out 


winners on penalties after the score was tied 1-1 at full-time. The record shows that the ACT 
won 4-3 on penalties. This included two saves by ex-West Adelaide and Cosmos goalkeeper 


Tony Giannasca.The ACT seemed to have majority of the play although Illawarra scored in the 


28th minute through Phil Matias who sent a 14m drive past Giannasca. Great play by mid- 


fielders Ray Junna and Scott Conlon helped pave the way for the ACT to find the equaliser in 
the 85th minute through David Milin. The victory comes after defeats in the last two seasons. 


In the Youth game played prior to the main game Illawarra swamped the ACT and won 
easily 5-0.The culmination of the ACT's premier Cup event, the Federation Cup, was played 


out at the new Tuggeranong Enclosed Oval on Monday June 12th. Weston Creek were rated 


as the underdogs against Belconnen Utd but the latter had a number of players Cup tied by 
not being registered in time. This included Marke Perinovic and Jason Dunn. 
The game started out slowly with both teams feeling each other out 

. Nothing on the board at the break showed how the defences were prevailing on both 
sides. Then in the 68th minute, man-of the match, Steve Lazzari scored for Weston Creek. 
Belconnen tried hard to find that equaliser and late in the game with most of their players 
forward, they saw the game slip away as first Tony Halton and then Steve Lazzari netted 


goals. The 3-0 scoreline was not indicative of how the game went, although Weston deserved 


the win as they seemed just the more hungry. 

This was the first trophy for Weston for quite a little while and will be well savoured. 
Belconnen siill have their sights on both the minor and major premiership as they currently 
lead the league. Strangely enough, Belconnen’s only loss so far.this season was in the first 
found to Weston. In the 3rd place playoff Canberra Deakin ran all over Monaro with a 9-1 
score. 

At the end of jast month the Canberra Cosmos held their presentation night. 
The night was well attended with around 150 patrons including the ACT Chief Minister, Kate 
Camell. The awards were...Players Player: John KochMedia Player of the Year: Paul 
WadeSupporter’s Player of the Year: Michael MusitanoClubman of the Year: Jimmy 


BaxterYouth Player of the Year: Lindsay WilsonMeanwhile on the Cosmos front, a number of 


players are already retuming to the fray for another season, Paul Dee, Paul Wade and John 
Koch are all on 2-year contracts and will be back. Resigned players include Lachlan 
Armstrong, John Watson and Norman Kelly. Much has been said of both Alex Castro and 


Michael Musitano moving interstate to other teams, but this is getting more and more unlikely 
as they both start to settle in in Canberra. Castro has retumed to play for Canberra City while 


Musitano has started to build his own house in Canberra. 


Looking at the local league, Belconnen have now moved to first place with a 7-1 record. 
Canberra Deakin, Canberra City and Juventus make up the four with Weston Creek and 
Queanbeyan City very close behind. The other four teams are definitely lagging. The big 
improver has been Canberra City who through the gaining of both Alex Castro and Tony 
Lemezina have started to win matches and by rather large scores. Queanbeyan City have 
been a pleasant surprise, not only on the field but through the very good crowd support they 
generate for their games.In more local news, the work on the new Soccer Australia 
headquarters will begin later this month. The building will also be occupied by Women's 
Soccer, the ACT Soccer Federation and probably the Canberra Cosmos. The building will be 
in the central Canberra suburb of Deakin. It is due for completion in March 1997. 


- 


Okay, it's time for the final word on 'The Acheivers' 
(Half-time in brackets) 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS (59 pts) A (C) 


They lost Viduka, Horvat and Ollie Pondeljak to Croatia 
{although Pondeljak eventually returned) and Silic to 
Singapore. The ever-smiling Bazic became too pre- 
occupied with criticising SocAus to lift his team from their 
premiership hangover. 

In addition, Joe Bacak was bought from UTSO but the 
Soccerao suffered an injury that virtually ended his 





™ a* 
season before he could make any impact, while Viduka's [EL BOURNE 
replacement, John Markovski, spent most of the season KNIGHTS 


doing a great impersonation of the Michelin Man. 

Things looked as bleak as Somers St on a winters day. If it wasn't for the efforts of Juric, 
Buljubasic, DeAmicis and D.Cervinski down the back, the Knights may have unthinkably been 
out of finals reckoning long before the Dobson inspired revival. The Knights’ second 
successive grand final win was really a triumph for lan Dobson and the club's youth policy. 

After winning !ast year’s Victorian Premier League title with some familiar faces, Dobbo's 
greatest achievement probably had less to do with tactics than in motivating the Knights 
players toward: finding their old form, although he wasn't helped with having to do without 
several stars during crucial parts of the season, Against Marconi in the big one they also had 
to do without Juric, Spiteri and Tiatto but such ts their depth that replacements were found and 
losses covered. 

Joe Spiteri spent part of the season away on intemational duty while Danny Tiatto was 
either suspended or in Europe unsuccessfully angling for a contract. This was when Dobson 
delved into the club's youth teams. AIS sweeper Joe Simunic was one of the revelations of 
the season while plenty of others like T.Pondeljak, Kovacevic, Vojtek and Kutlesovski stood up 
and delivered. Even John Markovski began to shed some kilos and score some goals, 
although it was touch and go for a while there when he was set a target to seal a starting spot 
in the GF. A special mention to Andrew Marth who, with such an inexperienced team, 
provided great leadership. Must also note that Vilson Knezevic performed admirably under 
enormous pressure, 


MARCONI (60 pts) A- (B+ 

While UTSO and the Strikers received all the plaudits for their styles of play, the Stallions 
quietly went about their season with a minimum of fanfare. After the abysmal and unaccept- 
able failure of 1994/95, Marconi appointed Manfred Schaefer as coach. His no-nonsense 
style was mirrored by that of his team. Marconi recruited better than most A-League clubs, 
with Catlin, Hristedoulou, Longo (who put the controversial Brugge chapter behind him and 
rarely played a bad game until his shoulder injury in Chile), Zoric and Awaritefe all joining the 
club. The quiet achievers didn't come into serious premiership catculatlons until Syd Utd, 
UTSO and Brisbane faltered and the Stallions suddenly found themselves in top spot. It was 
only then that critics acknowledged Marconi as potential champions. 

While Awaritefe scored spectacular goals and received acclaim, Harper was often behind 
Marconi’s best moments. His strong running, dribbling and skilful passing created countless 
opportunities. Bingley, too, had his best season yet and proved to be the most versatile player 
in the league, playing in virtually every outfield position and doing well in defence, midfield and 
attack. The Knights will get even stronger next season. Will Marconi? 


ADELAIDE CITY (54 pts) B+ (C-) 


How many fans thought half-way through the 
season that AC would get within a game of the GF, 
particularly after a 1-7 hiding in Brisbane? With John 
Perin taking over the coaching reins of one of the 
youngest squads in the league - and old favourite 
Sergio Melita retiring - bleak times were being : 
predicted for a club that had won the big one in '92 & 
‘94 and were runners-up last season. Only the 
extraordinary goal scoring feats of Mori kept the 
Zebras in contention for a finals berth. While Damian 
was performing miracles in attack, goalkeeper Jason 
Petkovic was daing likewise in defence. Just when we 
had all written the Zebras off they began to tum things 
around. 





Brad Hassell began scoring goals while Craig Foster and Goran Lozanovski turned in 
consistent performances. Ivanovic and Tobin re-discovered their old meanness in defence 
and were a great Source of inspiration and experience to the newcomers like Dino Mennillo, 
Angelo Costanzo, Salapasidis and Brazzale. Lozanovski was badly missed in the later 
stages of the finals but ultimately Ad City lacked the depth of some of the other clubs. 

The preliminary final presented a challenge so great that Joe Mullen was recalled to come 
off the bench and try to rescue his side but by that stage Ad City were on their way out. 
Two goals in the opening four minutes gave Marconi one foot in the GF and the Zebras 
must now decide whether to persist with some of the younger guys or get the (cheque) 
book out! 


SYDNEY UNITED (54 pts) C (B) 


It's hard to rate the Crows (why bother with the 'w) Season as successful. Possessing 
one of the best squads in the league, a combination of goalscoring problems and 
intemational commitments ruined any chance SU had of reaching the GF. In the end, only 
a 3-1 victory at Ad City secured their finals berth. Once there, SU displayed some of their 
true ability by knocking out Brisbane only to lose Babic and Moric to the Olyroos before 
their first semi-final at Hindmarsh. 

Early in the season, SU were receiving critical acclaim for their brilliant football. Most 
experts pencilled them in as potential champions but their inability to score more regularly 
saw them drop points to sides they should have disposed of comfortably. Defensively they 
were sound with Popovic consistently outstanding and ably supported by Babic, Bilokapic 
and Kupresak. 


Creative midfielder Robert Enes (in his debut season for the Crows) exhibited great 
technique and ability to prise open defences. Once he was joined by Aytek Genc it 
seemed that no-one could stand in their way. That they struggled to secure a finals berth 
despite all this talent was almost totally down to their problems up front. On paper, the 
attack seemed adequate however neither Milicic nor Zdrilic were able to exploit the number 
of chances created by Moric, Enes and Genc; although litte super-sub Sean Babic chipped 
in with several goals. Typically, Manis Lamond scored some spectacular goals and also 
missed some absolute sitters. In desperation, Culina bought old crowd favourite Jimmy 
Patikas home but he made little impact. In short, with the squad avaitable anything less 
than a premiership should be viewed as a failure. 

Without wishing to be brutal, it's unlikely that they'll win a championship with Perosh or 
Crews in goal, and unless some of their forwards find some consistency next season SU 
may well have to make some tough decisions. Not just on the field, either. 
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UTS OLYMPIC (59 pts) B+ (A+) 


Rarely has a club tumed around its fortunes as quickly as Olympic did in 1995/96. 


. UTSO were fortunate to stay in the league at Parramatta's expense and showed they took 


the hint by completely restructuring their on-field personnel and off-field operations. 

Lydia Dowse was appointed General Manager and (along with Lex Maratos) has 
seemingly ended the club's infamous instability and raised the club's profile. Closer to the 
pitch, the appointments of coach Ratcliffe and assistant Darby revitalised what was a 
laughing stock last season into undoubtably the most entertaining and exciting team in the 
A-League. 

Blagojevic was the most cultured sweeper in the league while Meredith was a fearsome 
sight with his storming runs, shaved head (complete with advertisements) and powerful 
shooting. Trajanovski was one of many who 'stood up’ and left us bewildered as to why 
such an exciting player - who scored 20 goals - could be left out of the Socceroo squad. 
Surely he'd leam something! Peter Tsekenis had a season interrupted by injury and Olyroo 
commitments but is slowly but surely fulfilling the potential he has always had. 

Unfortunately for UTSO fans, the side played their best soccer in the first half of the 
season. A poor run in April cost them the double-chance and they departed the season 
with a whimper and not the bang their style had promised. Ratcliffe (and Darby?) gave 
neutral fans a team playing a style they could enjoy watching, and we hope their premature 
exit from the finals at the hands Ad City doesn't discourage them from persevering with a 
formation that brings fans through the gates. 

Trivia point. Tsekenis scored UTSO's first goal of the season and didn't find the net for 
the rest of the league season. Surely some sort of record? If not, it's still disappointing he 
only notched one for the year. After enduring a terrible season with Marconi, Kimon 
Taliadores recaptured some of his old form and along with Norman Tome produced an 
attack that many opponents just couldn't contain, But some could, and for all their 
attacking play a retum of 55 goals in 33 games, in a league which contained a few 
chopping blocks at times, was not really good enough. One more killer striker could see 
them go all the way next year. 


BRISBANE STRIKERS (57 pts) B+ (B+) 


The Strikers finals campaign may have ended in anti-climax but 95/96 established 
Brisbane as an A-League power. On and off the field, the season proved a watershed for 
Brisbane soccer. Not only did they make the finals for the first time but they also moved 
from the cramped Perry Park to the spacious Suncorp Stadium and doubled their average 
attendance in the process. The well publicised acquisition of Farina may have increased 
the Strikers profile in the Sunshine State but the squad Bruce Stowell assembled was by 
no means a one-man team. Hunter and Zorocich had wonderful seasons in defence while 
Socceroo Sean Cranney created numerous goals with his powerful overtapping runs on 
the wing. His energy seemed inexhaustable and he would often be seen clearing in 
defence and only seconds later providing an inch perfect cross for Farina, Brown & co to 
convert. In midfield, two former South Melboume stars in Jason Polak and Danny Wright 
completed their jobs quietly and efficiently. Polak, who still lives in Melbourne, was 
consistently impressive with his tireless running and intelligent passing. 

Naturally the star of the bill was Frank. His ‘Return to Oz’ after ten years in Europe was 
a dream for those of us who would love to see ali our Euroroos play in the A-League before 
retiring. Normally his twenty goals would have been enough to see him top scorer but Mori 
had a year out. In all other aspects he was simply brilliant. Defenders marking him would 
look at him with a mixture of awe and fear. His thinking was occasionally on a higher plane 
than his opponents and even teammates. 

Critics believed that the Strikers could never achieve any success because of the 
distances they had to travel. The 1995/96 side proved that if the players are good enough 
travel becomes insignificant. West Coast Eagles and Perth Wildcats have shown that. 





South Yoreans prefer exhibitionism 


When AC Milan took off for their annual series of off-season friendlies they were probably 
hoping that their 1996 ports of call were going to be far more hospitable than when they 
visited these shores in 1993. With most of Milan's first team squad missing through Euro '96 
preparations the Korean fans were at least thankful that Baggio and Weah arrived, and 
appreciated the fact that five matches in ten days meant neither of the two superstars would 
play the full ninety minutes. Korean fans are obviously smarter than their Oz counterparts. 

To Milan's credit they borrowed Papin from Bayem Munich to help offset the absence of so 
many regulars. A marvellous piece of public relations from true champions. 

The fans who attended the Melboume (Milan) match in 1993 have had a sour taste in their 
mouths ever since, after Milan appeared disinterested and took umbridge to the close marking 
on their star players by Durakovic and co, rarely allowing the game to develop into the free- 
flowing, entertaining match the fans were hoping for. Inevitably, Milan got fed up and started 
dishing out some of the same medicine, and one wonders what sort of reports they took back 
to Italy. 


Which brings us to the recent friendly against Sth Korea in Seoul. We were lucky enough 
to see the match (via Optus Vision) and can tel! you that Milan would be happy to go back 
despite losing 3-2. The pattern of the game was set early when George Weah made a jinking 
run through the centre of the defence to make it 1-0 after only four minutes. Had it been a 
competitive game he wouldn't have made it as far as the edge of the box, but the Koreans 
were perfect hosts and ‘allowed! Milan to take an early lead and fire up the crowd. After all, it 
was only a friendly, its not like there was a FIFA ranking at stake. 

In short, it was a fantastic game to watch. There were five goals but there could have been 
plenty more and - most importantly - Milan will be happy to return. You can't say the same 
about Australia. Every time a team visits these shores we try to mark their stars out of the 
game which often leads to fractured tempers and players unwilling to look for the ball through 
fear of injury. Naturally, the fans won't be back a second time. Can we suggest that the Oz 
fans are smart enough to see that Australia doesn't have to beat every team that tours here. 

Okay, so our international standing is at stake when Colombia or Ghana or Sweden come 
over, and yes, those games should be played in a competitive spirit. But if Inter Milan or 
Sampdoria were available to tour the eastern states then SocAus should have explored the 
possibility. it was a chance for Jocal fans to see the big stars, even if they only played for an 
hour. Just charge a realistic price. Who knows, if our players had have let them play a bit 
they may have even played the whole game. 


Is this how we want the rest of the world to read about us? 


World Soccer magazine is respected all over the world, and so it should be. It provides a 
huge amount of information for both the statistically minded and the casual reader but anyone 
looking for regular updates on the game in Australia would be advised to subscribe to an 
altemative publication. Paul Moon, WS's Oceania correspondent, is a fine writer but it is 
difficult writing articles about countries you don't live in - as plenty of publications in this 
country have discovered - , and to be honest, it's hard for us to accept that a Kiwi-based 
joumalist can provide what the rest of the world wants to hear. 

The April ‘96 issue of WS contained a lengthy article on Australia's "most intransigent club", 
the Melbourne Knights. The previous month's column was dedicated to the history of 
Adelaide City. Occasionally there are a couple of paragraphs detailing Oz's competitive 
victories (Olympic qualifying tournament, Trans-Tasman series) but generally the columns 
follow the ‘profile’ format, with very little news. 

Why not let the world know who is actually leading the national competition, or that Damian 
Mori is setting fire to the record books? Why not tell the world about the NEXT batch of 
exports, instead of the ones they already know about? 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


You want programmes? _ Look no further! 

Ewen Anderson has just issued his 9th Football Programme 
Catalogue promoting the sale of around 5,000 items. Most programmes 
are from the English league and feature all the major English teams. 
Also featured are English non-league and Scottish, Irish and continental 


clubs, league games, Euro games, Internationals, testimonials, defunct 
clubs, first and lasts, magazines (Shoot!, Charlie Buchan, Football 
Monthly etc - mostly from the 60's & 70's!!) and lots of books. To geta 
copy of this excellent catalogue you just have fo send your name & 
address with $1.00 worth of stamps to: 

Ewen Anderson, P O Box 5155, Alexandra Hills QLD 4161 





Peter Wilson required 
Andre Kruger is keen to get hold of some photographs of ex-Roo captain 
Peter Wilson. He doesn't say why, but | quess that’s not important for now. If 
anyone can help him out he can be contacted at: 
Tollenbrink 14, 30659 Hannover, Germany. 
An unusual request from Andre in a previous BB did the trick so there's no 
harm putting in a second request..... 


1996 City of Bankstown AUSTRALIA CUP - Get there if you can 

Sydney readers (or others who want to travel) should keep a day or two free to 
check out the 1996 Australia Cup which will be held from June 30 until July 7 at 
Parramatta Eagles Stadium. This is an under age tournament with various age 
groups and the event will also feature a ‘Soccer Expo' where plenty of retailers and 


suppliers can display their wares. Round-robin matches and quarter finals (if 
necessary) will be played mid-week with the semi-finals and minor play-offs on 
Saturday July 6 and all the finals on Sunday July 7. 

Sadly, SU will be unable to make it up to check it out so if anyone's in the area 
we'd love to get a report in the mail 





Sampdoria v Barcelona - Worth seeing again? 

We know that videotaping certain games is against all sorts of copyright 
regulations but there is a bloke who drops into the SU office on a regular basis who 
won't stop badgering us about the need to see the 1992 European Cup Final 
between Sampdoria and Barcelona. !f anyone can help Chris Limnios out, he can 
be contacted via SU who will make sure the tape gets returned via Certified Mail as 
soon as he has watched it.... 





Fancy a 6-pack? Or even a 12-pack? 
Whai could be betier than getting the latest issue of 'SU' hand delivered to 


your mail-box by the local postie a day or two after its printed? Nothing! 
All you need to do is forward a cheque or money-order for $16 (six issues) or 
$30 (twelve issues) to P O Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167. Just make sure 
you let us know what address you want each ish mailed to and we'll be sure 
to get ‘em in the out tray as soon as they're stapled. 


Keep those Yearbooks coming - So that soon we can ALL read ‘em! 
Gotta chuck in a quick thanks to all those out there who sent us yearbooks and 
similar stats sheets after our request in SU13. Some blokes (at the request of the 
wife?) were even asked to clear out their attic and get rid of some real history! We're 
not complaining! In fact we're so pleased by the results of our BB piece we'll ask you 
again. if anyone's got any yearbooks (from ANY level of the game) that you are sick of 
the sight of, then pass 'em on to SU where they will be put to great use. Sooner or 
later, we'll manage to input all the gear on to the Internet where it will be freely available 
for anyone who is interested. It's a huge task, and it will take a long time, but we'll get 
there eventually. If you can help us out with any material the whole world will be 
grateful. 












BRiZ 31 TV - We may have been wrongq.... 
One of our Queensland readers (G'day Cameron) has pointed out that the soccer 


-show on Briz 31 TV is on Thursday nights at 9:00pm and replayed on Saturday 
afternoons around 3:00. He thinks... Whatever time it's on, Brisbane fans should do 
the right thing and check if out at least once. Then let us know what it's like. 


Oceania Newsletter On The Way... 
Yep, it's true! The OFC are about to launch a regular information bulletin so the rest 
of the world is kept up to date with all the goings-on at Auckland. Once it's out we'll get 
hold of a copy and let you know how you can too. Stay tuned... 


MELBOURNE SPORTS BOOKS 


9 Elizabeth ST, Melbourne 
Phone: (03) 9621-1211 Ph/Fax: (03) 9621-1383 
Trad. Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30-5:30 Fri 9:30-7:00 Sat 9:30-5:30 


Once again Santo has got a heap of stuff for ya to read during these days off 


during Euro ‘96. Including: 

Euro ' 96 Preview- $30 Tony Cottee-$45 100 Years of West Ham - $30 
Eric Cantona-$15 The Red & The Black (Cantona)-$45 —_Bili Snankly-$45 
A-League Grand Final programme-$3 A-League Top Six programme-$6 
Paul Wade-$20 Don Campbell-$20 Soccer's All-Time Greats (L. Schwab) - $7 
And for those terrace men amongst you: Among the Thugs-$20 Fever Pitch - $15 
Everywhere we go - matchday madness-$20 





The A-League is over but the State Leagues continue. And that's not to 
mention ail the representative stuff on the horizon so make sure you 


Look out for... 


JUNE 
26 - Euro ‘96 Semi Finals 
30 - Euro '96 Final 





JULY 

7 - Another batch of South American WC qualifiers - incl. Colombia v Uruguay 

14 - FIFA All-Star Game featuring Ned Zelic to be played in New York. US TV schedules 
indicate that ESPN2 will show the game ‘live’, so if you're lucky enough to be hooked up to 
Optus check for any late programming changes. You never know.... 


Finally! It's Olympic Finals time. Set your clocks and tune in. 
{All times listed are kick-off times for Miami & Orlando) 
Oz matches as follows - all times listed are local US times 
July 20- 6:30pm (Orange Bowl. Miami) v France 
July 22- 7:00pm (Orange Bowl, Miami) v Saudi Arabia 
July 24- 7:00pm (Citrus Bowl, Florida} v Spain 


OK, let's think positive! If we top the group: 
1/4 final - July 27 - 6:00pm {Orange Bowl, Miami) v Runner-up of Group A 
Or if we finish second in the group: 
1/4 final - July 27 - 6:30pm (Legion Field, Brimingham) v: Winner of Group A 





AUGUST 
11 - English FA Charity Shield 
17 - English Premier League kicks off 


SEPTEMBER 


8 - Johnnie Walker Cup due to commence 


OCTOBER 
13 - The 2nd A-League season due to commence 


And just in case anybody wants to plan a nice long holiday.. 
1997 

APRIL 

6 - English League (Coca-Cola) Cup Final 

MAY 

17 - English FA Cup Finat 

18 - A-League Grand Final 

NOVEMBER 

30 - All play-offs in the WC preliminary competition must be completed, What's the 
chances of Oz being the 32nd team to qualify? 

DECEMBER 

4 - Draw for the 1998 World Cup Finals (in Paris) 


oy 


